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of 9-Year-Old Boy Killed in Gunfire at Mississippi Home Speaks Out The family of a
9-year-old boy who was fatally shot at his Mississippi home spoke out Tuesday
against gun violence, just days after the state's governor signed a gun-control bill
into law. It took a mother's frantic 911 call to 911 to save her son on Tuesday
morning. After she called, she heard gunfire at the house at 1434 Piney Creek Road
in the town of Walls, Mississippi. "I thought it might be a game, or something. I
didn't think it was real life," Shinae Norris, the 9-year-old's mother, said at a news
conference. "I heard a pop, and I was like, 'Oh my God.'" Other shots rang out, and
the mother and her son ran out of the house. The boy was hit once in the chest, and
the bullet exited his back, said Gilda Davidson, the chief administrator of the
Madison County Sheriff's Department. "He was like, 'Papa!'" a passerby said as she
saw the boy taken to a vehicle by a family member. "He said, 'Papa, Papa, Papa.' I
felt like he said it to me first." The mother tried to get help for the boy, who was
taken to a local hospital. He was declared dead. "My family is hurting, my son was
supposed to wake up on Christmas day," Norris said. She said that her son had been
teasing a 12-year-old neighbor the night before, and the 12-year-old had taken his
father's handgun and showed Norris how to shoot it. Norris said the boy had
accidentally shot himself in the leg with the gun in the kitchen. "It's just the way it
goes sometimes," Norris said. The boy's father, Curtis Norris, said his son was
"softhearted." "I didn't raise no fool," Norris said. "I wasn't 'n' at him for playing with
a gun, I was 'n' at him for playing with a gun." Curtis Norris said he thought that the
boy had been outside
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