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Oman – Oman (/ɒmæn/), officially the Sultanate of Oman, is a sovereign
Arab kingdom in Western Asia. It is geographically in the Middle East, a
country with nearly four million inhabitants, Oman is bordered by Saudi
Arabia to the south, Yemen to the west, the United Arab Emirates to the

north, and the Gulf of Oman to the east. The capital, Muscat, has an
estimated population of 2.3 million. Oman is home to several ancient

monuments, including the world's only UNESCO World Heritage Site – the
Old City of Muscat, in the early 16th century, the Omani sultanate

extended over the whole of the Arabian Peninsula. In 1565, it invaded
Bahrayn and parts of Yemen, conquering the latter in 1573, but

relinquishing it shortly thereafter. The latter was ceded by the Ottomans
in 1738, in turn, Oman sided with the Allies during World War I. In 1932,

the British proclaimed a protectorate over Oman, and in 1942, it was
granted independence under the leadership of Sultan Said bin Taimur al-
Sa`id (who became the Sultan of Oman). In 1970, a conservative coup

led by Qaboos bin Said abolished all previous republican forms of
government in Oman, only the Islamic law is practised in Oman

today.Oman is a constitutional, hereditary monarchy, with executive
power vested in the monarch as sultan and prime minister. As the leader
of Oman, the Sultan is its head of state and a number of other titles and

offices are given to the sultanate in order to express and regulate loyalty.
He is also commander in chief of the military, head of the Royal Family,
and patron of sport and culture. Oman has a multi-party parliamentary

system, but in practice power is held by the Al Said family. Political
parties were legalized in 1953 and major elections were held in 1956,
1962 and 1967. The Constitution of Oman was amended in 1970 to

define the monarchy as â€œthe legal form of government under which
the Sultan is the head of stateâ€� and a Revolutionary Council was
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established as a legislative body. Prior to the 1970 revolution, the Istiqlal
was the primary political party and Muscat, the ruling elite of Muscat,

was composed of Muhammadi, Naseefi and Wahabis. Following the 1970
revolution, two other rival factions emerged, those of the Al Musawi and

the Al Said. Mus 6d1f23a050
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